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RFO  LETTER . 

Radio  Farm  Directors  *~ 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service  ^ 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


October  2,  1953 
Letter  No.  580 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


This  nation's  pecan  crop  is  now  just  a"bout  double  what  it  was  20 
years  ago.    That  may  not  "be  of  much  interest  to  you  fellows  who  don't  grow 
pecans;  "but  the  director  of  USDA  horticulture  research  says  it's  a  good 
example  of  what  research  can  do  for  almost  any  crop  in  a  relatively  short 
time . 

The  scientist  is  Dr.  John  L.  frkgness,  who  says  this  lias  "been 
accomplished  for  pecans  through  disease  control ,  insect  control ,  and  im- 
provements in  tree  feeding.    Research  "by  USDA  and  the  state  experiment 
stations  is  responsible. 

Practical  methods  of  controlling  rosette  disease  have  "been  de- 
veloped,   Methods  for  fighting  pecan  scab  are  improved  "but  still  imperfect. 
Pecan  orchards  can  now  "be  fairly  well  protected  from  insects  as  a  result 
of  development  of  the  organic  insecticides.    Tree  feeding  has  "been  greatly 
improved,  partly  as  a  result  of  using  leaf  analysis  to  determine  nutrient 
levels,  a  "bssis  for  deciding  on,  soil  management  needs. 

Calling  to  Your  Attention. . , 

Secretary  Benson  speaks  to  the  American  Meat  Institute  in  Chicago 
Monday  (Octoher  5)  at  8:30  p.m.  CST.    We're  mailing  to  you  tonight  the 
advance  text  of  that  talk.    We  mailed  you  the  Secretary's  talk  last  Monday 
in  Niagara  Falls  to  the  National  Association  of  Commissioners,  Secretaries, 
and  Directors  of  Agriculture .also  a  report  on  the  School  Lunch  Advisory 
Committee  meeting  Monday  and  Tuesday. 


Be  Watching  For... 


The  October  Cotton  Report  to  "be  released  next  Thursday  (October  8) 
and  the  General  Crop  Report  to  "be  issued  Friday  in  Washington.  The  monthly 
range  report  will  "be  released  Friday  at  Denver. 


Parity  Ratio  Steady  with  August 


Farm  prices  on  September  15  were  less  than  one  percent  lover  than 
a  month  earlier.    Prices  were  lover  for  commercial  truck  crops ,  "beef 
cattle,  and  lambs,  but  higher  for  milk,  wheat,  citrus  fruit,  tobacco,  eggs, 
and  hogs.    The  price  index  was  11  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  dropped  two-thirds  of  one  percent  between 
mid -August  and  mid-September,  with  lower  prices  for  food,  feeder  livestock, 
and  livestock  feed  (all  farm-produced  items).    With  both  prices  received 
and  prices  paid  declining  about  the  same  amount,  the  September  Parity  Ratio 
was  92,  unchanged  from  the  revised  August  ratio. 

Farmers  received  about  17.7  billion  dollars  from  marketings  in 
the  first  8  months  of  1953 ,  down  6    percent  from  the  corresponding  period 
in  1952.    Receipts  from  livestock  and  products  were  around  11  billion 
dollars,  7  percent  under  a  year  ago.    Crop  receipts  were  6.7  billion,  down 
h  percent. 

Corn  Picking  Contest  Dates 

Here .are.  the  dates  and  places  of  nine  midwest  state  corn  picking 
contests:    Delaware,  Chio,  October  7?  Tipton,  Ind.,  October  8-9;  Delavan, 
Minn.,  October  10;  Mitchell,  S.  D,,  October  13;  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  October 
13;  York,  Neb,,  October  15;  Monroe,  Wise,,  October  20;  Marengo,  Iowa, 
October  20;  and  Bloomington,  111,,  October  23, 

First  and  second  place  winners  of  the  nine  contests  will  compete 
in  Bloomington,  111,,  on  October  2k  in  the  National  Corn  Picking  Contest. 
Radio  stations  cooperating  in  this  nine-state  project  are  KFEQ,  St,  Joseph; 
KSOO,  Sioux  Falls;,  KYSM,  Mankato,  Minn.;  WEK2,  Monroe,  Wis.;  WGN,  Chicago, 
host  station  for  the  Illinois  contest  and  the  national  finals;  WIBC, 
Indianapolis;  WMF,  Cedar  Rapids;  WCW,  Omaha;  and  WRFD,  Worthington. 

President  and  Secretary  to  Address  F,F.A» 

,  President  Eisenhower  and  Secretary  Benson  are  both  scheduled  to 
speak  at  the  National  F.F.A.  convention  in  Kansas  City  on  October  15 •  The 
F.F.A.  convention  precedes  the  American  Royal  Live  Stock  and  Horse  Show 
that  opens  October  16. 

Secretary  to  Speak  at  Outlook  Oct.  28 

Secretary  Benson  will  3peak  October  28  at  the  Agricultural  Outlook 
Conference  in  Washington,  Economists  and  farm  extension  workers  from  every 
state  in  the  Union  will  take  part  in  the  conference  discussions  Oct.  26-30, 

Typical  subjects  during  the  conference  week  will  include:  "What 
Farm  People  Are  Doing  A.bout  the  Cost-Price  Squeeze,  How  Individual  Farmers 
Can  Adjust  to  Changing  Feed  and  Livestock  Markets,  Foreign  Markets  for 
American  Cotton,  Eow  Individual  Farmers  Can  Adjust  to  Changing  Wheat 
Markets. .Changing  Cotton  Markets ., .Changing  Dairy  Markets." 
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"To  Give  the  States  a  Larger  Share, . . " 

From- Secretary  Benson's  talk  last  Monday  "before  the  National 
Association  of  Commissi oners,  Secretaries,  and  Directors  of  Agriculture, 
at  Niagara  Falls:  , 

"We  need:  to  do  at  great  deal  of  thinking  about  ways  and  means  to 
"bring  about  a  "better  distribution  of  agricultural  functions  "between  the 
States  .and  the  Federal  Government.    Proper  distribution  of  function  is  one 
of  the  "best  ways  of  getting  more  for  your  tax  dollar... 

"The  reorganization  plans  are  not  yet  ready  for  public  announce- 
ment. But  of  this  you  may  "be  sure  the  plans  that  we  are  working  on  are 
going  to  give  the  States  a  larger  share  in  developing  and  serving  agricul- 
ture. The  plans  will  encourage  more  State  participation  "because  they  will 
follow  the  principles  laid  down  "by  the  President  himself  in  the  reorganiza- 
tion plan  that  it  simplify  and  improve  the.  internal  organization  of  the 
Department;  that  it  place  the  administration  of  farm  programs  close  to  the 
State  and  local  levels;  and  that  it  adapt  the  administration  of  these  pro- 
grams to  local  conditions." 

Not  Enough  to  Keep  a  Housewife  Alive. , . 

The  eating  habits  of  housewives  are  causing  scientists  to  take  a 
new  look  at  their  nutritional  standards.    Dr.  Byron  T.  Shaw,  Agricultural ' 
Research  Administrator,  tells  the  story  in  a  talk  prepared  for  delivery 
"before  the  Newspaper  Food  Editors1  Conference  in  Chicago  next  Monday 
morning  (October  5). 

A  survey  was  recently  completed  of  food  eaten  in  one  day  "by  1,000 
hcmemakers  in  four  cities  --  Birmingham,  Buffalo,  Minneapolis -St.  Paul,  and 
San  Francisco.    The  research  woekers  found  the  food  intake  surprisingly 
low  --  an  average  of  1,7^0  calories,  well  "below  presently  recommended  levels. 
Yet  this  appeared  to  "be  adequate  as  indicated  "by  weight  in  relation  to  age, 

A  similar  low  intake  of  calories  "by  2,^00  women,  without  evidence 
of  nutritional  deficiency,  was  observed  by  experiment  station  cooperators 
in  the  North  Central  Region. 

These  findings  seem  to  contradict  standards  which  have  long  been 
accepted,  and  highlight  the  need  for  further  rese-arch  on  food  energy  re- 
quirements of  women  under  conditions  of  present-day  living. 

1952-53  Cotton  Exports  Down  Almost  Half 

U.  S.  cotton  exports  in  July  amounted  to  121,000  500-pound  bales, 
the  Foreign  Agriculture  Service  reported  today.    This  winds  up  the  1952-53 
marketing  year  (August  1952-through  July  1953)  and  brings  total  exports  for 
the  year  to  3,181,000  bales,  compared  with  5,711,000  bales  in  1951-52, 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  October  10 


NBC  National  Farm  and.  Home  Hour...  .Saturday  at  .  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST..    "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington*    The  feature  will  "be  a  review  of 
h-Ti  Young  Men  and  Women* s  Work  in  West  Virginia, 

ABC  American  Farmer.  ,.*Saturday  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA*    The  feature-  will  he  "The  Continuing.  Frontier 
of  '-Plant  Exploration"  with  CO.  Erlanson  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
Soils  and  Agricultural  Engineering,  and  Jack  Towers. 

Among  Purse  lye  s        ..  : 

We  had.  a  good  visit  Monday  with  E.  C.  (Bed)  Stangland;  KSOO, 
Sioux  Falls,  Bm.  D.,  and  Harold  Williamson  who  farms  ah  out.  20  miles  from 
Sioux  Falls.    Red  and  Harold  dropped  in  the  off ice  while  on  a  tour  organized 
"by  KSOO  for  about  60  farmers.    The  group  was  traveling  "by  train  and  had 
already  visited  Chicago,  New  York,  and  various  other  .northern  and  eastern 
cities.  •  •  •       .  , 

Johnnie  Holmes  writes  from  Little  Eock  that  "we're  getting  ex- 
tremely dry  here  in  Arkansas.   .Natives  in  many  places  tell  me  that  it's 
drier  this  year  than  anytime  during  the  30,s.":  Very  few  pastures  have  any- 
thing left  for  cattle  to  graze  on.    In  fact,  many  of  our  good  pastures  look 
more  like  plowed  fields.,  than,  pastures.  "       >  ...  •  • 

Rafael  Valencia  of  Ilo  Ilo  in  the  Philippines  was  in  the  office 
for  a  chat  this  week.    Eefs  a  commercial  newscaster  and  very  much  interested 
in  farm  programming, . .also  associate  editor  of  a'  bi-linguai  publication.  He 
may  he  dropping  in  on  some  of  you  during  his  travel  in  the  States, 

■"  •  :  Cordially,  .." 

<  y  y  u 

Don  Looper 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

■Enclosures:  • 

Garden  &  Home  Food  Pres..  Facts 

Statistical  Summary  •    .  -  •  • 

Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 


RFO  LETTER 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


OCT  15 


Dear  Radio  F.-.rm  Director: 


October  9,  1953 
Letter  No.  5&L 


Because  of  the  vide  intefesiTin  and  speculation  about  the  impending 
announcement  of  reorganization  plans  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Secretary  Benson  has  asked  that  we  rush  you  copies  of  the  official-  announce- 
ment as  soon  as  it  is  available,  possibly  in  advance  of  the  release  date. 
Release  has  now  been  set  for  Tuesday  morning,  October  13. 

No  official  announcement  of  the  reorganization  has  been  made  nor 
will  any  be  made  until  the  official  release  date.    Secretary  Benson  has 
stated  that  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  Reorganization  Plan 
No.  2,  he  will  first  announce  the  Department's  intention  to  reorganize. 
Then  the  public  will  have  an  opportunity  to  submit  suggestions  before  the 
proposed  reorganization  becomes  effective. 

The  Department  has  been  consulting  with  Congressional  committees 
and  farm  and  other  organizations • regarding  reorganization.    Further  dis- 
cussions remain  to  be  held  before  the  formal  notice  of  intention  of  reor- 
ganization can  be  announced. 

President  Grants  $10  Million  Additional  Drought  Aid 

Secretary  Benson  met  with  President  Eisenhower  on  Wednesday  to 
make  another  report  on  the  widespread  drought  disaster,  the  extent  of  the 
Federal  aid,  and  the  need  for  additional  help  for  distressed  farmers.  At 
Secretary  Benson's  request,  the  President  authorized  the  release  of  an 
additional  $10  million  out  of  the  President's  disaster  emergency  fund  over 
and  above  the  $h0  million  available. 

Congress  before  adjourning  authorized  use  of  $40  million  for  seed 
and  feed.    To  date  expenditures  from  this  authorization  approximate  $29 
million  and  the  remaining  funds  will  not  carry  the  program  much  beyond  this 
month,    With  assurance  of  the  additional  funds,  Secretary  Benson  said,  "we 
can  help  farmers  to  get  emergency  hay  supplies  for  winter  feedings." 

The  Secretary  said  the  Department  plans  to  cooperate  with  the  state 
and  local  citizens  in  making  hay  available  in  the  stricken  areas  at  reasonable 
costs.    Where  state  and  locaJL  leadership  comes  f orward  with  a  workable  plan 
for  bringing  hay  into  these  areas  the  Federal  Government  will  contribute 
materially  toward  the  transportation  charges. 


Secretary  Benson  told,  the  President  that  for  much  of  the  drought 
area  farmers  Vill  "be  entering  the  winter  without  pasture  and  with  much  of 
the  winter  hay  and  roughage  already  fed.    Thus  far  feed  has  "been  made 
available  from  Government -owned  stocks  at  reduced  costs.    For  the  winter 
many  farmers  must  now  "be  helped  to  ohtain  hay  if  their  foundation  herds 
are  to  he  maintained,, 

Drought  disaster  has  "been  declared  to  exist  in  13  States  since 
June  —  .Arkansas,  Colorado,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Nevada, 
New  Mexico,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  Tennessee,  Texas,  and  Virginia,  In 
addition  to  the  feed  and  seed  aid,  special  livestock  loans  in  the  amount  of 
$12  million  have  "been  made  available,  and  additional  applications  are  "being 
processed  as  rapidly  as  they  are  received 0 

Whipple  Becomes  Deputy  Director  of  FAS 

Secretary  Benson  today  named  Clayton  S,  Whipple  as  deputy  director 
of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  under- Assistant  Secretary  John  H„  Davis. 
Mr.'  Whipple  has  since  1950  "been  in  charge  of  the  agricultural  program  of 
State  Department's  Technical  Cooperation  Administration  (Point  Four)  and 
"before  that  worked  for  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
(predecessor  to  FAS). 

Ee  has  worked  in  Greece  and ;. in  several  other  Balkan  and  Near 
Eastern  countries.    During  his  time  with  TCA,  he  was  the  U.S.  delegate  to 
the  first  anti -locust  conference  in  the  Near -East,  and  was  instrumental  in 
setting  up  -a  program  that  in  three  years  has  eliminated  as  a  serious  factor 
the  locust  plague  which  has  existed  in  that  area  of  the  world  for  centuries. 
Mr.  Whipple  is  a  native  of  Perry ,  N.  Y. ,  and  holds  degrees  from  Cornell. 

195J^  Wheat  Support  Minimum  Set  at  $£,20 

The  Department  yesterday  announced,  a  national  average  price  support 
of  not  less  than  $2,20  a  "bushel  for  195^-crop  wheat.    This  minimum  support 
price  is  >0  percent  of  the  August  15,  1953,  wheat'  parity  price  of  $2.1+5, 
Support  for  1953 -crop  wheat }  now  eligible  for' loan  and  purchase  agreement, 
is  a  national  average  of  $2.21  a  "bushel.  .   .  • 

To  "be  eligible  for  wheat  price  support  in  195^- ,  a  producer  must 
(l)  "be  in  compliance  with  his  195 'i-  wheat  acreage  allotment  and  all  other 
195^'  allotments  which  have  "been  or  will  "be  established' for  "basic  commodi- 
ties in  which  he  has  an  interest  on, the  farm,  (2)  ohtain  wheat  marketing 
cards  for  all  farms  in  the  county  on  which  he  has  an  interest  in  the  wheat 
crop.  .    ..  <>..•'  '  >>"'-•  &        ,  .  •  £  •  •     i  j  ■ 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  October  17 

NBC  National  F;,rm  and  Home  Hour. .  .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  feature  will  he  highlights  from  the 
National  FFA  Convention  and  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show.    Also  the 
results  of  the  First  International  Dairy  Show  in  Chicago. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  feature  will  "be  a  report  from  the  County 
Agents  Association  Mseting  in  Philadelphia,  with  Elton  Tait  of  Perm  State. 
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USDA  Be search  Notes 

The  new  vacuum  process  of  cooling  vegetables  is  "being  used 
successfully  in  cooling  prepackaged  products  such  as  spinach,  cole  slaw, 
and  mixed  salad.    In    vacuum  cooling  the  product  is  placed  in  an  airtight 
chamber  and  the  air  and  some  moisture  extracted.    It  has  "been  used 
commercially  for  the  last  h  or  5  years,  principally  in  the  cooling  of 
carloads  of  lettuce  shipped  from  California  and  Arizona,  where  this  year 
13  plants  will  precool  15; 000  carloads  of  lettuce. 

Baked  goods  are  improved  when  part  of  the  sugar  in  the  formula 
is  replaced  "by  honey,  say  specialists  working  at  the  Kansas  Experiment 
Station  under  contracts -with  UBDA,    The  specialists  have  drawn  up  tenta- 
tive specifications  for  the  honey  most  suitable  for  each  type  of  "baked 
goods . 

A  new  cabbage  variety  that  is  another  advance  against  the  wide- 
spread and  destructive  "yellows"  disease  is  reported  by  USDA  and  the 
Wisconsin  Experiment  Station,    It  is  called  Badge t  Market.    Seed  has  been 
increased  for  two  years  and  will  be  available  through  many  seedsmen  for 
195^  planting. 

The  marketing  season  for  certain  varieties  of  pears  and  Golden 
Delicious  apples  is  being  lengthened  by  packaging  in  boxes  lined  with 
plastic  film.    Scientists  working  at  the  U.  S.  Horticultural  Field  Lab, 
Wenatchee,  Wash. ,  recommend  packaging  in  plastic  film  only  for  sound 
fruit  washed  in  an  effective  fungicide  and  for  the  part  of  the  crop  in- 
tended for  late  storage. 

Marketing  Quotas  for  Tobacco 

In  separate  announcements  this  week,  Secretary  Benson  proclaimed 
195,4  marketing  quotas  of  40,700,000  pounds  for  Maryland  tobacco;  74,600,000 
pounds  for  cigar-filler  and  binder  tobacco,  types  42-44  and  51-55;  and 
46,900,000  pounds  for  Pennsylvania  cigar-filler  tobacco,  type  4l. 
October  29  is  referendum  day  for  each  class,  with  a  two-thirds  vote  re- 
quired for  approval  of  quotas. 

Cotton  Crop  Forecast  Up  3  Percent 

The  cotton  crop  keeps  getting  bigger. 

The  Crop  reporting  Board  this  week  forecast  a  1953  cotton  crop 
of  15,596,000  bales,  on  the  basis  of  information  as  of  October  1.  This 
is  437,000  bales,  or  about  3  percent ,  more  than  the  September  1  forecast. 
It  compares  with  the  1952  crori  of  15,136,000  bales  and  the  10-year  average 
of  12,215,000  bales. 

October  Crop  Report 

There  were  minor  changes  in  individual  crop  prospects  during 
September  but  virtually  no  change  in  the  prospective  total  crop  volume. 
The  estimated  all-crop  volume  remains  third  largest  of  record.    The  corn 
crop  is  estimated  at  3,196,000,000  bushels,  only  20  million  less  than  on 
September  1. 
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Among  Ourselves 

Dix  Harper  writes  that  Prairie -Farmer  WIS  just  completed  a  success- 
ful Farm  Progress  Show  near  Danville ,  Illinois,    It  included  a  land  judging 
contest  with  lpO  teams  from  three  states,  a  tractor  operating  contest  for 
the  champions  of  six  states ,  and  many  other  features.    Attendance  estimated 
at  more  than  75,000, 

Ken  Gapen  writes  from  Melbourne  that  he  got  there  in  time  to  j 
attend  Australia's  "big  agricultural  show.    Ee  had  kind  words  for  Australia's 
meat .tea, . .and  especially  the  hospitality.    Part  of  his  travelogue: 

"Believe  you  me,  it  was  a  long  journey,  those  10  thousand  miles 
from  Washington  to  San  Francisco  and  Sydney,    T..Te  lost  10  hours  in  that  mile- 
age.   Shaved  Sunday  in  Washington,  Monday  in  San  Francisco,  Tuesday  on  the 
atoll  they  dignify  as  Canton  Island,  and  the  next  morning  in  Sydney,  Between 
Canton  Island  in  the  morning  just  south  of  the  Equator  and  that  night  at 
Sydney,  we  had  lunch  at  the  International  Airport  in  the  Fiji  Islands,  The 
Fuzzywuzzies  are  pretty  civilized,  hut  there  were  several  that  had  "big  "bushy 
hairdo's, 

"Backing  up  a  few  hundred  miles,  I  spent  an  interesting  90  minutes 
at  the  airport  in  Honolulu  watching  the  native  people  get  leis  as  they  left 
on  the  PAA  planes  ahead  of  our  plane.    Coming  "back  we  spend  a  lot  more  time 
there.    Talked  with  the  E&PC  inspectors  checking  the  planes,-    They  frequently 
find  oh jectionahle  fruit  flies  and  other  things.    They  were  kind  to  me  he cause 
I  didn't  have  a  "banana  or  orange." 

Cordially , 

.    -,  .      ■ .    %)  on  \J 

Don  Looper 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Enclosure : 
Beef  Secipes 


P.S.  "atch  for  the  talks  "by  President  Eisenhower  and  Secretary  Benson  at 
the  F,F,A,  Convention  in  Kansas  City  next  Thursday. 
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Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


9  2 


953 


October  16,  1953 
Letter  No.  582 


We  mailed  you  Monday-  Secretary  Benson's  announcement  of  intention 
to  reorganize  the  Department  and  the  press  statement: released  on  Tuesday. 
The  proposed  reorganization  w^s.  announced  "by. -Secretary  Benson  at  a  news 
conference  Tuesday  morning.    Following  are  excerpts  from  the  Secretary's 
extemporaneous  remarks  at  that  time: 

"Our  whole  objective,  as  I  am  sure  most  of  you  know,  is  to  make 
of  this  great  Department  a  more  effective  service  agency  for  the  agricul- 
ture of  this  country  and  for  the  people  generally. 

"When  the  Department  was  created  it  was  emphasized  that  it  was 
established  to  assemble  and  diffuse  agricultural  inf ormation  of  "benefit  to 
farmers  and  that  is  still  the  major  objective  of  the  Department.  That 
means  that  research  is  the  most  basic  of  all  of  our  work... and  then  the 
dissemination  of  the  results  of  that  research,  which  is  our  educational 
program. 

"...Production  is  only  half  the  job.    When  a  farmer  gets  his 
products  produced,  the  other  half  of  the  job  is  to  market  them  efficiently. 
So  we  have  felt  in  sympathy  with  the  feeling  of  many  members  of  Congress, 
that  we  need  to  place  more  emphasis  on  marketing,  the  distribution  of 
farm  products.    So  research,  education  and  marketing  have  been  three  of 
the  things  we  have  tried  to  keep  in  mind  and  emphasize  as  we  have  gone 
forth  with  our  study. 

"We  were  anxious,  of  course,  to  make  this  reorganization  on  the 
basis  of  sound  public  administration,  principles  that  were  generally 
accepted  in  the  field  of  public  administration. 

"...We  are  making  some  changes  in  soil  conservation  which  we 
think  will  bring  the  program  closer  to  the  farmer. . .and  place  more 
responsibility  in  the  State.    We  are  proposing  to  dissolve  the  regional 
offices  in  soil  conservation  and  follow  the  Federal-State  pattern  all  the 
way  in  our  programs.    We  feel  that  all  the  way  through  we  are  bringing  the 
programs  a  little  closer  to  the  local  level. 


■  "While  there  will  be  certain  economies  effected  by  the  reorganiza- 
tion, I  want  to  emphasize  that  the  most  important  objective  is  better 
service  to  farmers." 


European  EFD  Group  Arrives  Next  Week 


The  second  European  farm  radio  group  arrives  in  Washington  next  ■= 
week  to  "begin  a  2 -month  study  of  P.FD  philosophy  and  activities  in  this 
country.    They  will  be  in  Washington  four  days  "before  leaving  Thursday 
night  for  their  first  visits  with  individual  BFD's  in  the  Midwest  and 
Southwest , 

Then,  about  November  Z  .  they'll  move  on  to  South  Dakota  State 
College  for  a  week  to  observe  Land-Grant  College  organization,  extension 
work,  and  extension  radio  and  information.    From  November  16  to  20  they'll 
be  in  Iowa* . .in  Ames  and  Des  Moines .where  they'll  observe  extension  work 
in  public  policy  and  participate  in  a  seminar  With  American  press  and 
radio  people, 

They'll  spend  about  a  week  in  Chicago  and  will  attend  the  NABFD 
meeting.  November  28-29.    Then-  they'll  split  up  again  for  visits  with 
EFD's.    They'll  move  into  New  York  December  7  for  a  seminar  on  farm  radio 
policy,  a  visit  to  the  UN,  network  broadcasting,  etc.    Back  in  Washington 
for  a  few  days,  and  they'll  leave  for  their  home  countries  December  16. 

The  MBFD  has  worked • closely  with  the  Department  and  the  Foreign 
Operations  Admini strati on  in  planning  this  program. ,. as  was  the  case  with 
the. first  group  last  spring.    The  KFD's  who  will  be  hosts  to  this  group 
at.  their  own- stations  are  Loyd  Evans,  Sandy  Saunders,  Lowell  Watts  and 
Carl  Eerzman,  Don  Peach,  Chuck  Worcester,  Bob  Miller,  Jim- Chapman,  Frank 
P.aymond,  and  Ed  Slusarczyk. 

We're  expecting  five  Yugoslavs,  one  Frenchman,  one  Dane,  one 
Dutch,  and  one  !8elgiana    A  Spaniard  will  join  the  group  during , the  final 
week  in  New  York.    I'll  be  accompanying  them  as  group  leader.,., and  will 
look'  forward  to  seeing  many  of  you... at'  home  or  in  .Chicago. 

Some  of  these  plans  are  subject  to  sudden  change... but  this  is 
how  they  look  now,  •  •    •  .  .  •         ,  . 

Air  Force  Asking  EFD  Aid  for  Ground  Observer  Corps 

An  Air  Force  representative  was  in  this  week  talking  about  the 
need  for  volunteers  for  the  Ground  Observer  Corps,  which  is  extremely 
important  to  the  air  defense  of  this  -country.  .It  seems  that  it  is  not 
too  difficult  to  get  enough  volunteers  in  the  large  cities,  but  in  the 
thinly-settled  rural  areas  it  is  much  harder, 

Not1 that  rural  people  are  less  patriotic  --  but  they  must  be 
many  times  more  patriotic  than  their  city  brethren  if  the  rural  posts 
are  to  he. kept  manned.    Each  volunteer  spends  two  hours  a  week  at  the 
post  watching  for  aircraft.    Each  post  is  supposed  to  be  manned  around 
the  clock,  and  in  a  rural  area  this  could ■ require  a  large  proportion  of 
the  total  population. 

The  Air  Defense  Command  hopes  to  enlist  the  aid  of  KFD's  in 
apprising  f aimers  of  the  importance  of  the  Ground  Observer  Corps  and  the 
need  for  volunteers.    An  Air  Force  representative  in  your  own  State  will 
be  getting  in  touch  with  you  on  this  within  the  next  few  weeks. 
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Layne  Beaty  Starts  RFD  Newsletter  in  Europe 


At  the  London  Farm  Radio  Conference  held  last  July,  with  MSA, 
FAO, /and  other  agencies  participating,  the  European  farm  "broadcasters 
present  requested  that  a  regular  newsletter  for  the  group,  "be  conducted 
"by  someone  of  their  number.    Layne  Beiaty,  ex-NARFD  President  now  with 
the  Foreign  Operations  Administration  in  Paris,  was  asked  to  carry  on 
the  newsletter  until  an  editor  could  be  named. 

This  week  we  received  Layne 's  first  effort,  and.  we  found  a  lot  . 
of  highly  interesting  information  in  it.    Layne  is"' editing  it  strictly  as 
an  individual  working  with  the  farm  broadcasters  of  - Europe*    It. has  no 
connection  with  any  Government  office,  and  Layne  is  doing  the  editing  on 
his  own  time.    Besides  that ,  he*s  paying  the  mailing  costs  himself,  until 
a  regular  European  farm  "broadcaster  can  take  over  the  job. 

Layne  writes  in  the  newsletter:  "We  envision  a  newsletter  of 
more  varied  and  useful  content  of,  by  and  for  the  farm  broadcasters  of 
Europe.  We  hope  that  in  time  for  the  second  issue  you  will  have  sent  us 
a  big  stack  of  letters  telling' of -your  own  broadcasting  activities,  . . 
problems,  ways  of  solving  them;-  etc 4"  No  apologies  needed,  Layne.  It 
looks  to  us  like  a  swell  job. 

The  Dramatic  Technique  in  Italy 

Here's  one  of  Layne 's  stories  .from  the  first'  issue  of  the 
European  RFD  newsletter,  told  iri  his  "own  words:  >,<••. 

"Several  radio  networks  use  the  dramatized  continued  story  as  a 
vehicle  for  getting  useful,  timely  agricultural  information  to  the  list- 
eners in  a  painless'  manner  -  a  technique  sometimes  called  /sugar- coating*. 

"One  such  program  is  a  regular  15-minute  feature  included  in 
the  program  'Life  in  the  Fields'  which  Renato  Vertunni  presents  each 
Sunday  morning  at  8:30  on  the  national  network  of  Radio  Audizione  Italiana. 

"Farm  program  director  Vartunni  writes • the  script,  incorporating 
into  it  timely  information  which  is  provided  by  the  Italian  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,    Eis  regular  cast  of  professional  character  actors  includes 
a  country  widow,  her  neighbors,  a  priest  and  certain  agricultural  exten- 
sion agents  from  time  to  time.    The  human  interest,  humor,  pathos  and 
suspense  which  Vertunni  manages  to  work  into  the  scripts  helps  put  the 
audience  in  a  receptive  mood  for  the  agricultural  tips  and  information 
which  they  receive  without  realizing  that  the  program  is  anything  more 
than  entertainment.    It  is,  in  fact,  good  entertainment.     'Life  in  the 
Fields'  has  been  on  the  air  three  years." 

Attached  to  This  Letter 

We've  excerpted  Secretary  Benson's  speeches  to  the  county  agents 
at  Philadelphia  and  the  F.F.A.  at  Kansas  City.    They're  attached. 
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Information  Hot  Affected  by  Ee organization. . .Yet 


The  reorganization  proposals  announced  this  week  do  not  affect 
the  Office  of  Information.    The  announcement  said:     "The  proposals  do 
not  reflect  recommendations  just  received  from  the  Agricultural  Information 
Advisory  Committee  concerning  the  information  work  of  .the  Department. 
However,  these,  recommendations  will  "be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
final  plans  for  reorganization." 

Calling  to  Your  Attention.     ...  >       .  .      .  . 

We  mailed  you  a  copy  of ,  .Secretary  Benson's  telegram  to  23  lead- 
ing organizations,  in  the  livestock  and  meat  industry,  asking  for  their 
comments  on  resolutions  adopted  October  10  by.  the  House  Committee  on 
Agriculture  calling  for  increased  purchases  of  beef  to  support  the  low 
grade  cattle  market  and  urging  a  price  support  program  on  Choice  grade 
cattle. 

We  also,  mailed  the  Secretary's  statement  on  insuring  farm 
commodities  stored  abroad... and  recommendations  of  the  wheat  industry 
advisory  committee  for  a  two-price  plan  for  supporting  wheat  prices. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  October  2k 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p. nu  •  ■ •  ■ 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  from.  Washington.    The  feature  will  be  highlights 
from  the  National  Safety  Congress  in  Chicago, 

ABC  American  Farmer* ....Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA. '.. . The.'  feature  will  be  a.  story  on  USDA 
reorganization,  .  .  .   '  .  ,     V  , 

Cordially,  .  .. 

Enclosures:  ..  j£J  (y~;'y\J 

The  Balance  Sheet  of  Ag. '1953 
Foreign  Agriculture  Maps  and  Don  Looper  . 

Charts  , .  '■  Eadio  .and  Television  Service 

National  k~K  Achievement  Day   ..  . 


ATTACHMENT 


Excerpts  from  "The  Heart  of  the  Problem" ,  address  "by  Secretary  Benson  "be- 
fore the  National  Association  of  County  Agricultural  Agents,  Philadelphia, 
Monday,  October  12,  1953. 

There  are  a  number  of  areas  in  which  I  hope  Extension  will  "be 
able  to  make  a  particularly  useful  contribution  in  the.  years  ahead.  Among 
these  areas  are  1)  marketing  and  distribution,  2)  farm  and  home  planning, 
3)  housing  and  health,  k)  greater  assistance  to  those  young  men  and  women 
who  are  above  k-fi.  group  age  but  not  yet  fully  established  as  farmers  and 
homemakers,  and  5)  more  effective  Extension  assistance  to  families  on 
small  and  less  productive  farms.    Progress  in  these  areas  is  especially 
important  in  view  of  the  long-range  responsibilities  that  seem  likely  to 
confront  our  agriculture. 

Extension  workers  ...  must  help  farmers  not  only  to  maintain, 
but  to  intensify,  the  use  of  research  information  and  soil  building 
techniques.    The  nation  is  counting  heavily  on  the  contribution  of  all 
county  extension  workers.    You  are  on  the  firing  line.    Your  profession 
is , working  with  local  farm  people  and  it  is  on  the  local  level  that  the 
job  must  be  done. 

The  mass  teaching  methods  you  have  developed  have  added  greatly 
to  your  ability  to  reach  more  people  on  many  more  problems,  and  to  do  it 
faster  and  cheaper.    But  I'm  sure  you  have  known  all  along  that  mass 
methods  alone  cannot  do  this  new  and  difficult  job.    They  are  supporting 
methods.    They  cannot  take  .the  place • of  demonstrations;  of  on-the-farm 
visits;  and  of  talking  over  problems  with  local  groups  and  helping  them 
get  the  facts  and  start  into  action.    These  are  the  methods  upon  which 
your  kind  of  educational  or  .cooperative  extension  work  has  been  built  and 
upon  which  it  has  succeeded,  ;  To  the  extent  that  we  have  laid  aside  these 
methods,  I'm  convinced  we  need  to  re -orient  our  thinking, 

I  should  like  to.-see  county  agents  get  back  :to  leading  farm 
people  to  set  up  more  demonstrations  on  how-to  solve  today's  problems. 
Maybe  they  will  be  balanced  farming,  total  farm  and  home  management , 
model  farms,  or  some  other  kind  of  broad  demonstrations.    Maybe  they  will 
cover  the  community,  a  marketing  area,  or  in  some  other  manner  show  the 
answer  to  some  of  today's  complicated  problems       and  do  it  as  well  as 
the  cotton  insect,  hybrid  corn,  crop  rotation,  improved  seed,  and  similar 
demonstrations  of  the  past  did  their  job. 

We  will  soon  be  releasing  with  Congressional  authority  a  reor- 
ganization statement  aimed  at  realigning  the  agencies  of  the  Department  to 
give  more  effective  service  to  agriculture.-    One  of  the  major  .aims  we  seek 
is  increased  local  control  of  farm  programs.    This  will  mean  greater 
responsibility  for  the  county  agent.    It  will  mean  a  larger  share  in  the 
local  administration  of  programs.    It  will  mean  some  new  duties  added  to 
a  workload  that  is  already  heavy  --  in  some  ways,  too  heavy.    But  you  are 
first  and  foremost  the  agent  of  the  local  people  in  your  county.  Their 
problems  are  your  problems.    There  are  other  Federal  and  State  agencies  to 
help  them  and  you.    There  is  a  job  to  be  done  --  and  you  are  best  fitted  to 
do  it. 
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Excerpts  from  "Youth's  Place  in  the  Future/'  Address  "by  Secretary  Benson 
"before  the  F,F.A,,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Thursday,  October  15,  1953. 


Here  are  five  "basic  reasons  why  your  agriculture  future  should 
"be  "bright.     (1)  You  face  an  expanding  domestic  and  foreign  market.  (2) 
Future  government  programs  will  "be  geared  to  more  realistic  production. 
(3)  Agricultural  efficiency  will  continue  to  rise,     (k)  You  will  "benefit 
"by  great  improvements  in  marketing,     (5)  A  sound  economy  will  foster  farm 
prosperity. 

You  face  an  expanding  domestic  market.    You  will  have  the 
opportunity  --a  pleasant  and  rewarding  opportunity       of  producing  food 
and  fiber  for  a  growing  population  that  will  demand  constantly  rising 
dietary  standaris. 

Much  depends,  of  course,  on  world  affairs  and  on  the  weather 
in  our  major  crop  areas.    A  "big  decline  in  foreign  markets  during  the 
past  year  is  largely  responsible  for  our  present  excess  stocks  of  wheat 
and  cotton.    But,  if  we  apply  the  simple  arithmetic  of  current  trends, 
we  find  that  population  growth  alone  could       mind  you,  I  say,  could, 
not  will  --  take  up  much  of  the  slack  within  a  relatively  short  period. 
Our  population  has  "been  growing  at  a  rate  of  about  5  persons  a  minute  -- 
more  than  7,000  a  day  --  two  and  a  half  million  a  year. 

We  have  been  getting  most  of  our  production  increases  in  recent 
years  not  out  of  new  land  but  out  of  bigger  yields  on  old  land.  No  doubt 
this  will  continue  to  be  the  case.  But  the  point  I  am  making  is  that  our 
present  excess  stocks  of  some  commodities  are  not  likely  to  be  continuing 
problems  that  will  plague  you  in  your  operations  a  few  years  from  now. 

Another  reason:  why  I  say  this---  and  this  is  the  second  basic 
factor  in  the  good  future  I  visualize  for  agriculture  --is  that  govern- 
ment programs  will  be  geared  to  more  realistic  production,    We  shall  not 
continue  to  freeze  production  in  uneconomic  patterns.    Our  programs  will 
provide  proper  incentives  for  agriculture  to  adjust  output  of  specific 
commodities  according  to  demand. 

Thirdly,  prospects  are  good  because  the  efficiency  of  agricul- 
tural production  is  steadily  rising.    We  are  determined  to  keep  it  rising. 
We  shall  do  this  through  expanded  programs  of  agricultural  research  and 
education. 

Fourth,  you  will  benefit  by  great  improvements  in  marketing. 
In  the  past,  most  of  the  effect  in  agricultural  research  and  education 
has  been  directed  toward  improving  methods  of  production.    Thus,  productive 
efficiency  has  bounded  .ahead,  but  progress  in  marketing  methods  has  lagged. 
Our  remedy  for  this  lack  of  balance  will  be  to  give  more  emphasis  to 
marketing  research  while  at  the  same  time  continuing  to  strive  for  greater 
production  efficiency.    We  are  working  with  the  entire- agricultural  industry 
producers,  processors,  and  distributors  --  to  bring  about  marketing  im- 
provements long  overdue. 

Finally,  a  sound  economy  will  create  an  economic  climate  in  which 
farm  prosperity  can  flower  and  grow.    And,  conversely,  a  strong  productive 
agriculture  will  be  one  of  the  pillars  of  a  flourishing  national  prosperity. 


\-h  Achievement  day 

November  14,1953 


National  4--H  Achievement  Day  is  November  H,  when  America  will  salute  its 
4-H  youth  and  their  local  volunteer  leaders  for  a  notable  year  of  accom- 
plishment.   Business  and  professional  groups,  farm  organizations,  and  other 
groups  are  helping  to  plan  local  events  at  which  4.-H'ers  will  tell  of  their 
clubs'  programs  and  accomplishments.    Luncheons,  banquets,  and  other 
events — local  and  countywide — will  recognize  and  honor  the  members  and  their 
leaders  for  completion  of  a  year's  effort  toward  their  goals.    The  4-H  theme 
of  the  year,  Working  Together  for  World  Understanding,  will  be  highlighted 
in  window  displays,  radio  programs,  and  other  activities. 

WHO  ARE  l-E  CLUB  MEMBERS? 

There  are  over  2,016,000  boys  and  girls  from  the  A.S  States,  Alaska,  Hawaii, 
and  Puerto  Rico  who  are  members  of  4-H  Clubs  in  the  United  States.  About 
25  percent  come  from  urban  or  rural  nonfarm  homes.    Over  J+0  countries  now 
have  4--H  or  some  educational  program  like  it  for  rural  young  people. 

Any  boy  or  girl  between  the  ages  of  10  and  21  who  agrees  to  "learn  by  doing" 
a  farm,  home,  or  community  activity  as  a  demonstration  of  the  best  scientific 
methods,  may  become  a  member.    The  clubs  are  guided  in  the  counties  by  the 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  workers  (county  agricultural,  home  demonstra- 
tion, and  4-H  Club  agents)  and  by  the  volunteer  local  leaders  whom  the  agents 
train. 

Character  development  and  citizenship  training  rate  high  in  goals  of  the  A-H 
Clubs.    The  young  people  elect  their  own  officers,  help  plan  their  programs', 
select  their  demonstration  subjects,  and  make  decisions  on  the  affairs  and 
activities  of  their  own  club.    Most  clubs  carry  on  a  community  improvement 
project  in  which  all  members  have  group  responsibilities  in  addition  to  their 
own  individual  projects. 

WHO  CONDUCTS  A-H  CLUB  WORK? 

Cooperative  extension  workers  (county  agricultural,  home  demonstration,  and 
4--H  Club  agents),  representing  the  State  land-grant  colleges,  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  their  county  extension  organizations, 
organize  the  4.-H  Clubs  and  give  counsel  to  the  volunteer  local  leaders.  4--H 
Club  work  is  a  part  of  the  educational  program  of  the  Cooperative  Extension 
Service. 


Extension  Service,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
1070  (10-53)  
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WHO  ARE  THE  LOCAL  LEADERS? 

The  volunteer  local  leaders  of  4-H  Clubs  are  men  and  women  of  the  community 
who  are  sufficiently  interested  in  young  people  to  be  willing  to  spend  some 
time  in  training  for  the  work  of  helping  the  members  with  their  program. 
The  local  leaders  are  at  hand  for  consultation  and  encouragement  when  the  club 
members  plan  their  program  for  the  year.    They  attend  regular  club  meetings, 
visit  the  homes  of  members  to  see  how  their  demonstrations  are  progressing, 
and  accompany  members  when  they  go  to  club  events  outside  the  community.  There 
are  223,918  men  and  women  and  85,24.5  older  youth  now  serving  as  local  volunteer 
leaders. 

WHAT  THE  4.-H'ERS  DID 

During  the  year  4-H  Club  members  have  carried  out  projects  in  production 
and  conservation  of  foods,  feeds,  and  fibers;  have  helped  to  make  their  homes 
more  convenient  and  attractive,  and  farming  more  efficient  and  profitable. 
They  have  improved  their  own  health  and  cooperated  in  community  activities  to 
improve  health  conditions  in  and  around  the  homes  of  their  families  and 
neighbors. 

EXAMPLES  OF  SPECIFIC  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  BY  4-H  CLUB  MEMBERS  IN  1952* 

Owned  and  cared  for  1,250,000  head  of  livestock. 

Owned  and  cared  for  9,4-25,000  birds  in  their  poultry  projects. 

Planned  and  grew  94,980  acres  of  gardens. 

Grew  734,000  acres  of  food,  feed,  and  fiber  crops  for  market. 
Preserved  6,957,000  quarts  of  vegetables,  fruits,  and  other  food  products. 
Prepared  6,179,000  pounds  of  food  for  storage  in  frozen  food  compartments. 
Served  13,095,000  meals. 

Completed  2,515,000  garments  in  their  clothing  projects. 

About  14-0,000  members  enrolled  in  home  grounds  be autifi cation. 

More  than  173,000  members  enrolled  in  room  improvement. 

More  than  107,000  members  enrolled  in  home  management. 

Over  30,000  members  enrolled  in  child-care  projects. 

Over  389,000  club  members  kept  personal  accounts  in  4-H  projects. 

About  614., 000  club  members  participated  in  fire  and  accident  prevention  work. 

Over  24-5,000  club  members  enrolled  in  home  nursing  and  first  aid. 

The  number  of  club  members  who  had  periodic  health  examinations  was  325,000. 

Almost  772,000  club  members  carried  on  special  health  activities. 

There  were  48,000  clubs  that  carried  on  special  activities  to  benefit  their 

communities. 

Over  85,000  older  4-H  youth  served  as  junior  leaders. 

»  *  #  * 

Additional  information  on  plans  for  observance  of  National  4-H  Achievement  Day 
can  be  procured  from    (1)  the  county  4-H  Club  agents,  county  agricultural 
agents,  or  county  home  demonstration  agents,  who  usually  have  their  offices  at 
the  county  seat,     (2)  the  Cooperative  Extension  Service  of  the  State  agricul- 
tural college,  or    (3)  Extension  Service,  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Washington  25,  D.  C. 


^Latest  figures  available.  Preliminary  statements  indicate  these  figures  will 
be  equaled  and  in  most  subjects  exceeded  in  1953. 
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Both  Ken  and  Don  will  "be  "back  from  their  radio  tours  in  a  few 
weeks.    By  that  time  they  may  have  for  us  some  good  tips  from  farm  "broad- 
casters of  other  countries.    Meanwhile,  Jack  Towers  and  myself  will  try 
to  keep  you  filled  in  on  at  least  some  of  the  things  around  here  you  may 
want  to  know-. 

The  last  we  heard  from  Ken  he  was  in  Tasmania,  about  as  far 
south  of  the  Equator  as  the  District  of  Columbia  is  north,    He  was 
leaving  that  day  for  Western  Australia,  with  plans  to  make  his  way  "back 
to  South  Australia,  and  then  go  to  Northern  Australia.    Before  he  gets 
hack,  Ken  may  teach  the  rabbits  and  kangaroos  how  to  really  jump. 

Deep  in  clover  in  Victoria  and  Tasmania,  he  seemed  much  im- 
pressed with  the  sheep  and  the  pasture-s  and  the  research.    He  reports 
all  the  farmers  have  radios,  and  he  went  to  see  how  a  regional  station 
of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Company  works.    Ken  sees  a  real  opportunity 
for  the  limited  staffs  of  the  progressive  Australian  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  make  much  more  use  of  radio  in  getting  information  to 
farmers , 


Don  is  leaving  today  with  part  of  the  European  RFD  team  the 
five  Yugoslavs  and  two  interpreters.    The  other  four  Europeans  and  one 
interpreter  left  yesterday  for  their  first  RFD  visits        in  Cedar  Rapids; 
Springfield,  Mo.;  and  Oklahoma  City.    The  Yugoslavs  will  go  to  Denver 
Don  will  visit  Cedar  Rapids,  Springfield,  and  Oklahoma  City,  then  go  on 
to  Denver,  all  in  the  next  two  weeks. 

The  group  will  be  together  again  at  South  Dakota  State  College 
for  a  week,  in  Des  Moines  and  Ames  for  a  week,  and  move  into  Chicago 
ahead  of  the  NARFD  convention.    Following  that  meeting,  the  group  will 
split  up  again  for  RFD  visits  in  Cincinnati;  Worthington,  Ohio;  Utica, 
N.  Y. ;  and  Danville,  Va.  ■  The  program  winds  up  with  a-  few  days  in  New 
York  City  and  a  few  days-  In  Washington. 

This  group  of  RFD 1 s  from  across  the  sea  spent  this  week  with 
us  in  Washington,  and  we  found  them,  a  very  alert  and  energetic  bunch. 
We're  sure,  they'll  make  quite  a  contribution  wherever  they  go,  as  well 
as  getting  a  lot  out  of  their  visit  in  the  United  States.    Don  has 
promised  to  send  us  a  few  lines  occasionally  as  they  move  around  the 
country,  and  we'll  keep  you  informed  on  their  progress. 
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What's  Ahead  for  Farming  in  '^4 

One  of  the  main  agricultural  events  of  the  year  to  us,  and  we 
think  to  you,  is  the  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  which  will 
"be  in  full  swing  when  you  get  this  letter*    The  various  Outlook  reports 
and^aiscuss ions  will  he  richin" source  material  for  "broadcasts  from  now 
tq  well  into  the  New  Year. 

Franklin  Thackrey  of  BAE  supplies  us  with  the  following  advance 
outline  of  the  Conference  proceedings: 

Economists  and  farm  extension  workers  from  every  State  in  the 
Union  will  gather  to  take  a  look  ahead  to  see  what's  in  store  for  agri- 
culture in  195^*    Price  trends  and  the  outlook  for  various  farm  commodities 
will  "be  discussed,  and  reports  on  each  will  he  available. 

Beginning  at  10  o'clock  Monday  morning,  October  26,  the  sessions 
last  through  Friday,  October  30.    The  Outlook  Conference  is  the  culmina- 
tion, so  to  speak,  of  a  year's  work  of  agricultural  economists  and 
statisticians  whose  Job  it  is  to  help  farm  people  and  those  who  deal  in 
farm  products  to  keep  posted. 

Guest  speaker  at  the  opening  session  will  be  We  Eandolph  Burgess, 
deputy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  will  speak  on  "Fiscal  Policy 
and  Agriculture."    John  H,  Davis,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  will 
discuss  the  Outlook  for  Farm  Exports.    Other  speakers  at. the  opening 
session  will  include  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  J.  Earl  Coke  and 
Extension  Director  Clarence  M.  Ferguson,  who  will  formally  open  the  con- 
ference. 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ezra  T.  Benson  will  address  the  group 
at  the  Annual  Outlook  Dinner  on  the  28th. 

Typical  topics  during  the  conference  week  will  include:     "What  . 
Farm  People  Are  Doing  About  the  Cost-Price  Squeeze";  "How  Farmers  Can 
Adjust  to  Changing  Feed  and  Livestock  Markets";  "Foreign  Markets  for  • 
American  Cotton"  and  "How  Farmers  Can  Adjust  to  Changing  Wheat  Markets"; 
"...Changing  Cotton  Markets",  and  "  ...Changing  Dairy  Markets.", 

Representatives  of  the  press  and  radio,  as  well  as  others 
having  a  direct  interest  in  the  subject  matter  of  the  conference,  are 
welcome  to  attend  the  sessions  in  the  Jefferson  Auditorium  of  the  South 
Agriculture  Building,  ,■       ■  ■ 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  October  31 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  ...  Saturday  at  1:00  to  1:30 
p.m.  EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    A  feature  .report  from  the 
Beltwide  Cotton  Mechanization  Conference  at  Gadsden,  Alabama. 

ABC  American. Farmer  ...  Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00 
p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA  in  Washington.    A  USDA 
feature  on  "The  Agricultural  Outlook  for  '54." 
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TV  Packages  in  Mill 

Jules  Renaud  reports  U8DA  TV  packages  now  going  to  56  indi- 
viduals. He  figures  the  potential  audience  for  these  packages  at  162 
million  viewers. 

The  package  for  release  October  30  is  the  "Outlook  for  '5V 
shown  in  animated,  charts  on  film. 

Plans  are  also  in  the  mill  for  the  Secretary  to  make  a  sound- 
on  film  about  the  "beef  and  drought  situation.    That  one  will  go  out  as  a 
""bonus"  TV  package  and  Jules  says  he  hopes  to  have  it  in  the  mail  "by  this 
time  next  week. 

Among  Ourselves 

From  Mai  Hansen  and  WOW's  110  farmers  tour  of  Europe ,  we've 
had  cards  from  Berne ;  Switzerland,  and  Paris,  France.    Mai  reports  doing 
about  two  "broadcasts  a  day.    Airmailing  or  shortwaving  to  States,  Several 
with  BBC  and  one  Radio  Berne  in  Switzerland. 

Cal  Anderson,  RFD  and  former  Extension  Editor  in  Washington 
State,  has  taken  a  job  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Columbia  Interstate 
Compact  Commission  at  Spokane.    That  development  is  a  public  relations 
attempt  by  the  five  States  in  the  Columbia  Basin  to  work  out  an  overall 
program  for  the  use  of  the  Columbia  River  and  all  its  tributaries. 

Smokey  Bear  now  has  a  conservation  counterpart  in  Costa  Rica. 
He  is  Tio  Cone  jo  or  Uncle  Rabbit.    Already  Uncle  Rabbit  has  hopped  up 
to  Honduras.    The  Ministry  of 'Education  of  Honduras  has  reprinted  ^>,000 
copies  of  the  leaflet  showing  this  Costa  Rican  cartoon  character.  One 
country  reprinting  for  its  own  use  a  leaflet  prepared  in  another  country 
is.  being  hailed  as.  a  great  stride  of  progress  for  farm  programs  in  Latin 
America  ... 

E.  J,  "Mike"  Powell,  chief  of  marketing  information  of  PMA, 
left  the  Department  Friday  to  become  Executive  Director  of  the  Greater 
New  York  Producer  Dairy  Council  Committee,  Inc.     "Mike"  joined  the 
Department  back  in  '29  as  director  of  the  New  England  Radio  News  Service, 
a  cooperative  project  of  BAE,  the  New  England  State  Departments  of 
Agriculture,  and  radio  stations  WBZ  and  WBZA.    As  part  of  his  new  job, 
"Mike"  will  speak  for  over  1*0,000  milk  producers  who  supply  the  10  million 
consumers  in  the  Greater  New  York  area, 

"At  Home  on  the  F_irm"  by  Tape 

A  little  spool  of  tape  makes  the  whole  world  kin  -  or  something. 
Some  of  you  may  have  had  the  same  experience  as  Richard  Thompson  of  the 
Australian  Broadcasting  Commission.    As  quoted  in  ex-NARFD  Prexy  Layne 
Beaty's  European  Newsletter,  Thompson  taped  a  farmer  in  that  farmer's  home 
and  got  a  straightf orward,  interesting  interview,  just  as  natural  sounding 
as  if  he  were  talking  to  his  own  family.    But  the  tape  was  spoiled  en  route 
to  the  broadcasting  station.    Thompson  telephoned  and  asked  the  farmer  to 
appear  in  person  from  the  studio  so  the  broadcast  could  go  on  as  scheduled. 
You  guessed  it  ...  the  farmer  wasn't  at  home  in  the  strange  studio  setting. 
He  didn't  think  as  well  or  talk  as  naturally  as  he  had  on  the  tape. 
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If  It  Hasn't  Rained 

For  you  RFD's  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  here  is  an 
important  statement  from  R«  E.  McArdle,  Chief  of  the  Forest  Service,  on 
the  fire  danger,  and  a  tip  on  how  you  can  help.    We  hope  you  don't  need 
it.  _ 

The  danger  is  great  now,    It  will  "be  tremendously  greater  if 
we  haven't  had  some  good  soaking  rains  "by  the  time  you  get  this. 

Chief  McArdle  says;  . 

"The  greatest  potential  threat  of  fire  is  in  the  forests  and 
woodlands  east  of  the  Mississippi.    Here,  we  are  in  our  second  autumn 
of  "bad  dry  weather.    Usually  when  one  dry  year  follows  another,  the 
second  season  carries  the  "bigger  threat. 

"The  lack  of  strong  winds  prevented  a  real  catastrophe  last 
year.    Now,  and  until  the  soaking  rains  finally  come,  if  the  winds 
should  "build  up,  the  combination  of  wind,  drought,  and  fire  could  "bring 
terrible  losses  of  human  lives  and  property,  of  timber,,  wildlife  and 
the  water  resource. 

"Here  in  the  East,  your  State,  Federal  and  private  fire 
fighting  organizations  -  mostly  volunteers  -  are  prepared  and  on  the 
job.    But  this  is  not  their  job  alone.    Every  American  citizen  has  a 
definite  responsibility  during  this  dangerous  period  ....  to  prevent 
forest  fires,  to  help  control  them  if  they  do  start.    Please  follow  the 
advice  of  your  State  and  local  foresters."    !  ,. 
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Down  in  the  Department's  Exhibit  Hall  a  few  minutes. ago,  the 
Bureau  of  Census  speedometer  of  population  growth,  showed  160, 731,283 
people  in  this  country.    Every  8  seconds  that  electric  device  registers 
the  Stork  delivering  a  new  citizen.    Every  21  seconds  the  Grim  Reaper 
cuts  off  one.    Every  2  minutes,  on  the  average,  an  immigrant  arrives 
from  abroad.    Every  17  minutes  an  emigrant  leaves  our  shores.    It  all 
works  out  to'  a  net  gain  of  one  person  every  12  seconds,.  By  this  time' 
tomorrow,  this  country  may  have  7,200  more  people,  more  potential  farm 
customers  and  more  radio  listeners  and  TV  viewers. 

Your,  paper  and  pencil  will  tell  you,  at  that  rate,  it  won't  "be 
many  years  tie fore  our  fast  growing  population  will  probably  create  a  de- 
mand for  all  the  food  and  fiber  our  farmers  can  raise. 

Outlook  for  *5k 

In  chart  form,,  other  Exhibits  epitomize  the  immediate  outlook 
for  the  year  ahead, .which  the  outlookers  across  the  Street  are  at  this 
moment  analyzing  in. detail.    The  prospect  is  for  much  the  same  general 
situation  in  l5k  as'  in  f53*    The  signs  point  to. a  high  farm  output  again. 
Large  stocks.    Foreign  demand  about  as  this; year,   .Strong  consumer  demand 
in  this  country,    "Prices' .to  .hold -fairly  well.  .  The  cost  squeeze  to  be 
•about  the'  same.    Income  to ; change  little.    Cost  of  living  to  stay,  high. 
Purchasing  power  to  change  little.     (For  further  details,  see  the  Agr i - 
cultural  Outlook  Digest  going  to  you  with  this  issue.)    Frankly,  the 
situation  is  not  as  good  as  most  farmers  would  like.    On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  not  nearly  as  bad  as :  some,  f  armers  think. 

The  Years  In  Between 

The  concensus  of  economists  and  other  outlookers  seems  to  be 
that  in  the  coming  year,  and  maybe  several  years  ahead,  farmers  may  pass 
through  an  adjustment  period  between  the  record  high  demand  and  production 
of  the.  past  few  years  and  the  catch-up  in  expanding  demand  in  the  more  dis- 
tant future.    This  transition'  period  calls  for  shifts  next  year  of  land 
from  such  crops  as  wheat,  corn,  and  cotton.    At  the  same  time,  the  peak 
production  of  cattle  coming'  at  a  time  of  drought,  warns  of  limits  in  shifts 
to  livestock. 
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RFP's  Can  Help 

The  adjustments  ahead  seem  likely  to  mean  more  emphasis  on 
better  land  use  and  management  and  more  efficient  production  and  marketing. 
By  working  closely  -with  local,  county,  State  and  Federal  farm  leaders  and 
specialists,  radio  and  TV  farm  directors  can  get  to  farmers  the  facts  they 
will  need  to  decide  their  best  adjustments  to  changing  conditions. 

Tape  Recordings  of  the  Outlook 

Joe  Tonkin,  Ext.,  Jack  Towers,  R&TV,  and  Boh  Parker,  radio  editor 
at  Connecticut,  at  last  count  had  made  about  25  tape  recordings  for  State 
people  attending  the  Conference  here.    Most  of  the  recordings  were  by 
State  economists  either  comparing  Outlook  notes  with  an  economist  from 
another  State  with  similar  farm  commodity  interests,  or  with  a  USDA 
specialist.    For  example,  a  Delaware  poultry  economist  bringing  his  folks 
the  viewpoint  of  the  poultry  expert  from  Missouri,    Or  recordings  such  as 
made  by  Mr,  Hummel  of  the  Cleveland  Land  Bank  for  feeding  back  to  WOSU, 
the  Ohio  State  University  station,  for  broadcast  to  Ohio  farmers. 

So  far,  specialists  from  Ohio,  Delaware,  Oklahoma,  Colorado, 
Maine,  Rhode  Island,  Nebraska,  Connecticut,  West  Virginia,  and  Massachusetts 
have  made  recordings.    Some  of  them  several  tapes. 

Also  tapes  were  sent  in  by  RFD  Harold  J.  Schmitz,  KFEQ,  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri;  RFD  Don  Peach,  KOA  Denver;  and  RFD  Jake  Broffee,  WCSH, 
Portland,  Maine  and  we  recorded  several  for  them, 

TV  Farm-Program-  of  -t he  -Week 

Representatives  of  the  National  Association  of  Radio  &  TV  News 
Directors,  which  met  here  this  week,  interviewed  Secretary  Benson  on  Dave 
Girrway's  "Today"  program  Tuesday  morning,  over  the  NBC  network.  Ray 
Scherer,  NBC  White  House  correspondent,  served  as  MC,  and  most  of  the 
questions  were  aimed  at  the  cattle  problem.    Asking  the  questions  were 
Tom  Eaton,  WTIC  Hartford;  Ed  White,  WMT  Memphis;  Ed  Kirk,  WPTF  Raleigh; 
Jack  Shelly,  WHO  Des  Moines;  James  McGaffin,  WOW-TV  Omaha;  and  James  A. 
Byron,  WBAP  Ft.  Worth. 

The  interview  was  arranged  for  several  days  in  advance,  but 
the  arrival  of  the  caravan  of  cattlemen  from  the  West  the  day  before 
plus  the  frequent  advance  mentions  of  the  scheduled  interview  by  the  net- 
work provided  an  almost  perfect  buildup.    The  questions  and  answers  were 
short,  direct,  and  to  the  point,  and  covered  the  cattle  situation,  and 
what  is  being  done  about  it  remarkably  well  for  such  a  short  program. 

Fact  Sheet  on  Beef  Buying 

Some  of  the  actions  taken  by  the  Secretary  to  help  cattlemen 
are  outlined  in  "Facts  About  the  USDA  Beef  Purchase  Program"  which  is  go- 
ing forward  to  you  today.    Cattle  is  quite  a  problem  as  this  release 
points  out,  the  nation1 s  cattle  herd  has  increased  fast  since  T^9,  and 
reached  a  record  number  of  nearly  $ik  million  head  the  first  of  this  year. 
The  sharp  drop  in  cattle  prices  during  the  last  two  years  has  been  the 
direct  result  of  increased  marketing  from  this  unusually  large  herd.  The 
drought  coming  on  top  of  all  this  further  complicated  the  problem. 
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Reorganization  of  SCS 

In  a  memo  to  Supervisors  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts  this 
week,  Secretary  Benson  explained  the  proposed  reorganization  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service,  and  assured  them  that  he  has  never  intended  to  put 
the  SCS  or  any  of  its  functions  in  the  Extension  Service.    Ee  stressed 
the  importance  of  soil  and  water  conservation  and  made  clear  that: 

♦  v  1.    He  has  no  desire  to  see  SCS  and  Ext.  combined. 

2.  These  agencies  have  different  functions  and  therefore 
the  work  ought  to  "be  done  in  separate  organizations, 
Separate  agencies. 

3.  He  feels  that  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  must  con- 
tinue.   It  is  an  important  one, 

ITo  Marketing  Cuotas  for  Corn 

Secretary  Benson  has  announced  there  will  "be  no  marketing  quotas 
for  the  '5^  crop  of  corn.    The  total  supply  of  corn  for  the  * 53 - 1 5^-  market- 
ing year  is  "belov  the  level  at  which1  Quotas  would  "be  called  for  under  con- 
trolling legislation.    At  the  same  time,  the  "Secretary  announced  that  under 
the  mandatory  provisions  of  existing  legislation  acreage  allotments  probably 
will  be  proclaimed  later  for  the  commercial  corn-producing  area.  Final 
decision  on  that  will  be  made  when  more  is  known  about  the  effect  of  the 
drought  and  the  supply  and  prospective  demand  situation,  but  before  Feb- 
ruary 1st. 

Looper's  Key  Radio  Teamwork 

Don  Looper  reports  Chuck  Worcester  and  Bob  Nance.,  Cedar  Rapids, 
have  been  providing  their  usual  good  "Iowa  hospitality  to  Yves  Archambeaud 
of  France  and  Eans  Solvhoj  of  Denmark.    Both  these  key  radio  people  from 
abroad  are  enthusiastic  about  Iowa  agriculture. 

Chuck  put  Don  and  the  Dane  on  his  ¥MT  noon  radio  program.  They 
chatted  about  the  training  project'  and  about  farm  radio  in  Denmark.  WMT 
now  has  its  TV  in  operation,  but  will  not  have  a  farm  TV  show  until  about 
the  first  of  the  year. 

From  KVJTO,  Springfield,  Missouri,  Don  reports  Loyd  Evans  made 
advance  mention  that  Hollander  Eendrik  Groenend.i  jk  was  coming,  and  got 
more  invitations  from  farmers  and  others  than  the  man  could  possibly  fill. 
Don  says  both  the  KHTO  folks  are  real  enthuaiastic  about  the  whole  thing. 
Groenedijk  appeared  several  times  on  Loyd's  program. 

From  Springfield  Don  headed  for  Oklahoma  City  for  a  couple  of 
days  and  then  on  to  Denver  to  rejoin  the  five  Yugoslavs.  Then  they  all 
go  to  Brookings  for  a  week. 


-  k  - 


Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  November  7 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  EST.    "USDA  Headlines  from  Washington"  and  an  NBC  feature 
from  San  Francisco  -  the  Grand  National  Livestock  Exposition,  • 

. .        -'ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EST.     "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA  and  a  feature  report  on  the  REA 
farm  telephone  and  electrification  programs,  with  REA  head  Ancher  Nelson, 

Among  Curs elves 

George  Round,  Nebraska  Extension  Editor,  asks  us  to  call  the 
attention  of  you  radio  farm  directors  to  plans  for  handling  radio  at  the 
coming  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Land  Grant .Colleges  and 
Universities,  to  he ' held  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  November  11  and  12.    The  press 
and  radio  headquarters  will  he  set  up  to  render  first  class  service  to 
RFD's,    George,  who  is  chairman  of  the  radio  and  press  committee,  invites 
you  all  to  make  headquarters  Rooms  2:28  and  229,  Des hie r-Wal lick  Hotel, 
your  headquarters.  . ,. 

Ken  Gapen's  mother  fell -down  and  "broke  her  shoulder  and  is  now 
in  the  .  hospital  in  Alexandria,    Ken  has  cut  shor/t  his  radio  trip  in 
Australia  and  expects  to  get  hack  about  this  time  next  week, 

Joe  Tonkin,  Extension,-  Just  hack  from  holding"  radio,  and  TV 
schools  in  Montana  and  Colorado  for  the  hig  Outlook  whirl  here  this  week, 
plans  to  teach  TV  at  the  Colorado  A  &  M  Summer  School  next  .summer, 

/*  .  Cordially., 

Enclosures ; 

Agrc'l.  Outlook.  Digest 
/Garden  &  Home  Food  Pres.  Facts       C.  A,  He  melon 
'Facts  -  JJSDA  Beef  Purchase  Prog,.   Radio  and  Television  Service 

At  the  Outlook  Conference  /X^X      f^t^Qy^      "  ^  r 

At  the  opening  of  the  Conference,. Bus hrod  Xllin,  Chairman  of 
the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  said:    ,  .  .  .  "What  this  Outlook  means 
for  the  farmer  is  -that  the'  next  year  does  not  appear  to  he  much  different 
than  this  year.    While  there  is  little  prospect  for  prices  and  Incomes  to 
he  improved  in  195*1,  there  is  also  little  likelihood  of  any  further  signif- 
icant deterioration  in  the  farmers'  position, 

"The  major  problem  for  195*+  is  the  adjustment  of  large  supplies 
more  nearly  in  line  with  domestic  and  foreign  requirements.,    A  beginning 
has  been  made  with  the  prospective  acreage  reductions  in  wheat  and  .. 
probably  also  in  cotton.    How  well  the  over-all  adjustments  materialize 
depends  also  on  what  farmers  do  with  the  acreage  that  they  will  divert 
from  these  crops."' 

On  the  outlook  for  exports,  AssH  Secretary  John  H.  Davis 
said:     "While  our  agricultural  exports  have  settled  back  to  a  lower  rate 
than  we  desire,  nevertheless  there  are  good  indications  that  we  can  at 
least  maintain  the  present  rate.    By  applying  some  real  effort,  perhaps 
we  can  even  raise  it  somewhat." 


